Echinogammarus baliki sp. nov., a new species of gammarid amphipod, is described and illustrated based on samples collected from Lake Akgöl, near Selçuk,İzmir province, Turkey. A detailed morphological description and illustrations of the new species are given. Differences between the new species and related species are discussed.
INTRODUCTION
Lake Akgöl, an oligohaline lake located in the delta of Küçük Menderes River, western Anatolia, covers an area of approximately 740,000 m 2 and has an average depth of 4 m. The lake is located near Gebekirse Lake, a mesohaline lake in the delta, and both of them are connected with Küçük Menderes River via a man-made channel. A few kilometres further on, the river runs off into the Bay of Kuşadası, Aegean Sea.
We know that there are some studies that have mentioned the existence of species of Malacostraca in lakes Akgöl and Gebekirse (Özbek & Ustaoglu, 1998 (Özbek & Ustaoglu, , 2001 Ustaoglu et al., 2000) . In total, eleven species have been reported from both these lakes to date, of which five [Palaemonetes antennarius (H. Milne Edwards, 1837) , Potamon ibericum tauricum (Czerniavsky, 1884), Gammarus aequicauda (Martynov, 1931) , Gammarus insensibilis Stock, 1966, and Gammarus crinicornis Stock, 1966] have been reported from Lake Akgöl (Ustaoglu et al., 2000) .
Until now, eight species of Echinogammarus have been reported from Turkey. Among these, one (Echinogammarus antalyae G. Karaman, 1971 ) is endemic for Turkey and inhabits fresh waters. The others have been reported from the coasts or from brackish waters of Turkey, except Echinogammarus ischnus Stebbing, 1899, a euryhaline species also present in fresh waters (Özbek & Ustaoglu, 2005) .
Detailed drawings and a description of the taxonomic characters of the species, Echinogammarus baliki sp. nov., are given in this paper. Differences with related species are discussed.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Specimens were collected with a fine-mesh handnet. Specimens were first fixed in 4% formalin solution in the field then transferred to 70% ethanol in the laboratory. Specimens sampled were examined and dissected under a stereomicroscope and then examined under a compound microscope after having been mounted on slides. The body length of the specimens was recorded by holding the specimen straight and measuring the distance along the dorsal side of the body from the base of the first antennae to the base of the telson (Hou et al., 2005) . The drawings were made with the aid of a drawing tube mounted on an Olympus CX31 compound microscope.
All type material is deposited in the ESFM (Museum of Faculty of Fisheries, Ege University,İzmir, Turkey). Etymology. -The new species is named in honour of Prof. Dr. Süleyman Balık (Ege University, Faculty of Fisheries, Bornova-İzmir). The name is a noun in the genitive singular.
Diagnosis. -Medium-sized species. Lateral cephalic lobes truncate, eyes elongate, longer than wide ( fig. 2B ). Calceoli present ( fig. 5D ). Dactylus of first gnathopod short, not reaching palmar angle ( fig. 3A) . Inner surface of basal
